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for two terms in the Senate, he was a 
powerful voice for housing reform and 
advancing issues like economic oppor-
tunity for all Americans. Recognized 
with both the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom in 2004 and the Congressional 
Gold Medal in 2008, our Nation was 
truly blessed by his life and accom-
plishments, and his place in history 
will stand the test of time. 

May God bless the family of Senator 
Brooke. 

f 

REMEMBERING MARIO M. CUOMO 

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Mr. President, I 
wish to speak about the life and ex-
traordinary legacy of former New York 
State Governor Mario M. Cuomo. 

Governor Mario Cuomo inspired a 
generation of Americans to be unafraid 
of idealism. He was a role model for 
Americans with big dreams, and he was 
a champion for the causes and values 
that we cherish in this country. 

He was a tenacious competitor on the 
baseball diamond, the basketball court, 
and in the halls of the capitol in Al-
bany, but it wasn’t merely the abstract 
desire to win that drove him. The quest 
for justice and fairness in our country 
motivated him to act, and he used his 
pulpit as a public servant to push for a 
better world for all Americans. 

Throughout his career, he spoke pow-
erfully to us about the value of equal-
ity, and the visionary words of his 
most famous speech, the Tale of Two 
Cities, still hold true today, decades 
later. 

Governor Cuomo was a brilliant and 
generous mentor, and I was honored 
that he took a risk and helped me when 
I was an untested Congressional can-
didate a decade ago. Whenever we met, 
he was always kind, thoughtful, and al-
ways generous. 

I know that Mario Cuomo’s most 
cherished title wasn’t Governor—it was 
husband and father. He took these 
roles as seriously as his governorship, 
and it is clear that he succeeded in 
both. He loved his wife and children, 
and he instilled in his sons and daugh-
ters an unwavering commitment to 
service. 

Mario Cuomo was one of the great, 
motivating, and inspirational leaders 
of our time, and I will always be grate-
ful to him for his leadership, his serv-
ice, and his inspirational mentorship. 
He was a friend that my family and I 
truly admired. 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 

which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 10:31 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bill, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 22. An act to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exempt employees with 
health coverage under TRICARE or the Vet-
erans Administration from being taken into 
account for purposes of determining the em-
ployers to which the employer mandate ap-
plies under the Patient Protection and Af-
fordable Care Act. 

The message further announced that 
the House has agreed to the following 
concurrent resolution, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 1. Concurrent resolution re-
garding consent to assemble outside the seat 
of government. 

The message also announced that the 
House has agreed to H. Res. 1, resolving 
that Karen L. Haas of the State of 
Maryland, be, and is hereby, chosen 
Clerk of the House of Representatives, 
and that Paul D. Irving of the State of 
Florida be, and is hereby, chosen Ser-
geant-at-Arms of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and that Ed Cassidy of 
the State of Connecticut be, and is 
hereby, chosen Chief Administrative 
Officer of the House of Representatives, 
and that Father Patrick J. Conroy of 
the State of Oregon, be, and is hereby, 
chosen Chaplain of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

The message further announced that 
the House has agreed to H. Res. 2, re-
solving that the Senate be informed 
that a quorum of the House of Rep-
resentatives has assembled; that JOHN 
A. BOEHNER, a Representative from the 
State of Ohio, has been elected Speak-
er; and that Karen L. Haas, a citizen of 
the State of Maryland, has been elected 
Clerk of the House of Representatives 
of the One Hundred Fourteenth Con-
gress. 

The message also announced that the 
House has agreed to H. Res. 4, resolving 
that the Clerk be instructed to inform 
the President of the United States that 
the House of Representatives has elect-
ed JOHN A. BOEHNER, a Representative 
from the State of Ohio as Speaker, and 
Karen L. Haas, a citizen of the State of 
Maryland as Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives of the One Hundred Four-
teenth Congress. 

The message further announced that 
pursuant to House Resolution 3, the 
Speaker appoints the following Mem-
bers of the House of Representatives to 
join a committee on the part of the 
Senate to notify the President of the 
United States that a quorum of each 
House has assembled and that Congress 
is ready to receive any communication 
that he may be pleased to make: Mr. 

MCCARTHY of California and Ms. PELOSI 
of California. 

At 11:41 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 
2001, and the order of the House of 
today the Speaker appoints the fol-
lowing Members to the House Office 
Building Commission to serve with 
himself: Mr. MCCARTHY of California 
and Ms. PELOSI of California. 

At 5:01 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bill, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 26. An act to extend the termination 
date of the Terrorism Insurance Program es-
tablished under the Terrorism Risk Insur-
ance Act of 2002, and for other purposes. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar: 

S. 1. A bill to approve the Keystone XL 
Pipeline. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–1. A communication from the Manage-
ment and Program Analyst, Federal Avia-
tion Administration, Department of Trans-
portation, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Di-
rectives; Airbus Airplanes’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(Docket No. FAA–2014–0449)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on De-
cember 16, 2014; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–2. A communication from the Manage-
ment and Program Analyst, Federal Avia-
tion Administration, Department of Trans-
portation, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Di-
rectives; Agusta S.p.A. Helicopters (Type 
Certificate Currently Held by 
AgustaWestland S.p.A.) (Agusta)’’ ((RIN2120– 
AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2014–0472)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on December 16, 2014; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3. A communication from the Manage-
ment and Program Analyst, Federal Avia-
tion Administration, Department of Trans-
portation, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Di-
rectives; Airbus Airplanes’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(Docket No. FAA–2014–0425)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on De-
cember 16, 2014; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–4. A communication from the Manage-
ment and Program Analyst, Federal Avia-
tion Administration, Department of Trans-
portation, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Di-
rectives; Airbus Airplanes’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(Docket No. FAA–2014–0132)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on De-
cember 16, 2014; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 
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